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Roots and Wings

---Pam Goldschmidt
“The Great Jehovah...knows the situation of both the living and
the dead, and has made ample provision for their redemption.”
(Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 4:597)

10:00 am — A visit to the Orange County, California Family
History Center two days before my Baptism, 2015.

My heart pounding ... my mind in confusion. The work for my
father’s side of the family had been already done in the Provo,
Utah Temple.

The volunteer helping me populate my family tree had the deer
in the headlights look as well. “How is this possible? Who would
do this work for my Jewish family?” | kept asking her these
guestions, but all she did was shake her head in disbelief. Finally,
she said, “We will have to call Utah!” She did call, and we found
out the answer to the mystery on the day before my Baptism. |
had LDS relatives!!!! Not only that, but my Grandfather had an
unknown brother who married a Mormon girl and moved to
Utah with her which began the LDS family line.

There is much more to the story, but finding that information
gave me the permission and peace | needed to be whole-
heartedly Baptized into the LDS Church. | felt it was my
ancestor’s way of telling me “It’s ok, honey...go ahead and do it,
we accepted it for ourselves and we approve for you.” My long
journey to know Jesus’s love had reached its beautiful beginning.
My Baptism was one of the most tender experiences of my life. |
knew my ancestors were with me.

That one day in the Family History Center gave me the passion
and the wings to travel all over the world to learn about my
heritage and ancestors. It changed my life, and | know it can
change your life as well as your ancestor’s.
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Here’s Where to Begin

Family history work generally includes three steps:
1. Identify your ancestors.
2. Find out which ancestors need temple ordinances performed.
3. Make certain that the needed ordinances are performed.

If you are just getting started, complete a pedigree chart and a family group record for yourself. On the
pedigree chart, list your name first, then your parents’ names, and so on. If you are married, complete
two family group records—one showing you and the other showing you as a child.

After you have completed these forms for yourself and your immediate family, begin gathering
information about the ancestors who are easiest to identify. The most important thing you need is the
desire to provide the saving ordinances of the gospel to those in the spirit world waiting to receive
them.

Don’t forget the powerful influence the Spirit can have in helping you to identify your ancestors. As you
exercise faith, names and information thought to be unavailable may come to you in unexpected ways
and places. | can truly attest to that!!!

For additional help in identifying your ancestors and providing ordinances for them, contact your ward
family history consultants (info below), ask a member of the Elder’s Quorum Presidency or High Priests

Group leadership.

Next time I'll be writing about How to Provide Ordinances for Your Ancestors

NOTE: Some sisters said they had trouble accessing the missionary meal calendar this past

week. If you find yourself in this group, you can contact Amy Eliason (she will put you on the
calendar!).

(530) 999-8005




